WHITE PHASE IN FLO\VF]R DEVELOPMENT IN 
CYPRIPEDIUM ACALILE — Flowering plants of Cypri- 
Dcdiunt ((cttidc were unusualIv abundant in the 



burg, Virginia, area in Api'il and May of 1909: populations 

oi hundreds of sjiecimens were fre(iuont. 

On April 2Sth a friend showed me a young i)lant with a 
white lip. 1 had not noted tliis condition before, but subse- 
(luent search over the next b'w days revealed the linr. of ah 
young flowers in the area to be white and to become pink 
with maturity (Fig. 1). 

Low tempei-atures for the i)eriod involved i-anged from 
the mid-:)9’s to the mid-4()’s. Could these unseasonably low 
temperatui'es account for the white phase in the develop¬ 
ment of these flowers? We shall attem))t to get an answer 
another yejii* by Indnging young plants into tempei'atui’e- 
controlled chambers. 

Is thei-e a likelihood that f. (dhitio)'uni of this si)ecies is 
tem])ei‘ature induced? It is at least provocative 
certain areas near the W hite Mountains the white form 
I'eplaces the pink (Andei’son, 19-)(>) and that 1. (dhiflorKui 
has been reported in the mountains as far south as Noi’th 
Carolina (Correll, 1950). 

We found i)ollen fi‘om ten plants in the white ])hasc and 
from ten in the pink to be normal. 
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Axi;Hl{S»iN, Kikiak. ('olor vai'iat'u)n hi eastorii Noith Ameri¬ 

can flowers as ('xemplified hy Hc/xilicn iloixi. Rliodora 38: 

301-.304. 
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1. White and pink phases of Ci/priprdinm 
19()9, Willianisburi:>:, Vir^*inia. Photo by Col. I). W 
two thirds natural size and reduced in ])ublica'tion. 
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